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SIRVA MORTGAGE: INDUSTRY SNAPSHOT
November 2025
A Quick Update on the Latest Market Trends

The following update was curated by industry experts at Sirva Mortgage specifically for
you and other global mobility professionals. Visit our industry snapshot web page to view
additional updates.

HOME SALES

Home sales in the United States are showing modest
improvement, with projections indicating a total of
approximately 4.07 million units sold in 2025. This
marks a slight increase from the previous year
suggesting a slow, but steady, recovery. However, the
composition of buyers has shifted significantly. First-
time homebuyers now represent only 21% of the
market, the lowest share recorded since 1981. The
market is increasingly polarized, with equity-rich, all-
cash buyers dominating transactions, while many
potential buyers face affordability challenges and
longer closing times. This divide is contributing to a
more complex and competitive housing landscape.

INTEREST RATES
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Mortgage interest rates have declined from their early
2025 highs, offering some relief to prospective
buyers. As of November 7th, the average rate fora
30-year fixed mortgage is around 6.22%, while 15-
year fixed loans are averaging 5.5%. These rates
reflect recent Federal Reserve rate cuts, which have
helped ease borrowing costs. Despite this downward
trend in interest rates, experts anticipate that rates will
remain in the 6-6.5% range through the end of the
year, maintaining pressure on affordability.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

The new construction sector is experiencing a
slowdown. Housing starts dropped to 1.307 million
units in August 2025, representing an 8.5% decline
from July. Building permits also fell, indicating that
builders are becoming more cautious amid economic
uncertainty and high financing costs. However,
housing completions rose to 1.608 million units,
suggesting that developers are focused on finishing
existing projects rather than initiating new ones. This
trend may lead to tighter supply in the coming months
if new housing starts continue to lag.

HOUSING INVENTORY

Housing inventory has reached its highest level since
2019, with 1.1 million active listings available
nationwide. This marks a 14% year-over-year
increase and continues a trend of rising inventory for
the 104th consecutive week. The growth in listings is
uneven across regions. Sun Belt cities such as
Denver and San Antonio have seen significant
increases, while inventory remains tight in Northeast
metros like Hartford and New Haven. The overall rise
in inventory is helping to moderate price growth and
improve options for buyers.
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JEFF MEDLEY

President and General Manager, Sirva Mortgage

“Markets continue to face challenges related to tariffs,
soft economic data, and policy interpretations. While
the Federal Reserve has begun to reduce interest
rates, mortgage rates remain elevated. We believe
that continued action will spur growth; however, more
action will be needed to address the affordability
issues we still face across the country.”

US HOUSING IMPACT ON TRANSFERRING EMPLOYEES

With inventory levels at their highest point since 2019, the selection for buyers has
improved, though regional disparities persist. Meanwhile, home prices are stabilizing, with
a national median of $426,800 and varied regional trends. Some areas are seeing growth,
while others are experiencing slight declines. Together, these factors influence the timing,
cost, and housing choices available to relocating employees, making strategic planning
and support from employers more important than ever.

INSIDER TIPS

When you're in the middle of a mortgage application, your bank accounts are under a
microscope. Lenders love stability, and that includes your finances. So, here’s a golden
rule: don’t move large sums of money between accounts unless it is absolutely necessary.
Why? Every transfer triggers questions. Lenders need to verify the source of all funds used
for your down payment and closing costs. If you suddenly shift $10,000 from savings to
checking, they’ll ask: Where did it come from? Why now? Is it a loan? A gift? That means
more paperwork, more explanations, and potentially more delays.
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Here are a few examples of ways to be prepared:

Q If you know you’ll need funds from different accounts, consolidate them before
you apply, and keep a paper trail.

o If you are gifted money for your home, make sure to document it properly with a
gift letter and proof of transfer.

For questions or more information about how to document funds for a home purchase,
please contact a Sirva Mortgage representative.

Sources:
https://www.zillow.com/research/home-value-sales-forecast-33822/

https://www.nar.realtor/research-and-statistics/research-reports/highlights-from-the-profile-of-home-buyers-and-sellers

https://www.freddiemac.com/pmms

https://www.census.gov/construction/nrc/current/index.html
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/ACTLISCOUUS
https://www.realtor.com/news/trends/home-inventory-weekly-housing-trends-november-6-2025/
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